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The Advanced Placement (AP) Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.  Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology.  They also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice.  – AP Psychology Course Manual
Course Objectives
1. Students will study the fundamental concepts and theories of psychology.

2. Students will learn the basic skills of psychological research.

3. Students will develop critical thinking, reading, writing, and discussion skills.

4. Students will understand ethical issues and enduring psychological questions.

5. Students will be able to recognize psychological principles in their own lives.

6. Students will prepare to earn a passing score on the AP Psychology Exam.

Textbook
Myers, David G. Psychology, 7th ed. New York: Worth Publishers, 2004. 
Organization
1”-2” binder for all units:

· unit requirements, notes, handouts, review flashcard sheet, quiz/exam
Absences

All students are responsible for missed assignments and assessments. If you are absent on the day of a quiz or test, it must be made up only on the day you return.
Grade Requirements

Any student who earns less than 80% on an exam must make corrections.

Grading Policy

Units 1-8 (Fall semester)
Participation 10%

Binder grading 15%
Assessments 40%
Projects/Activities 15%
Midterm 20%
Unit I: Introducing Psychology – Prologue and supplemental materials
A. Logic, Philosophy, and History of Science

B. Approaches/Perspectives: Biological, Behavioral, Cognitive, Humanistic, Psychodynamic, Sociocultural, Evolutionary
Unit II: Research Methods

A. Research Methods: Observation, Survey, Case Studies, Correlational, Experimental

B. Statistics

C. Ethics in Research: Human and Animal Participants

Unit III: Biological Bases of Behavior 

A. Physiological Techniques (e.g., imaging, surgical)

B. Neuroanatomy: Structure of the Neuron and the Brain

C. Functional Organization of Nervous System

D. Neural and Synaptic Transmission

E. Endocrine System: Structure and Function

F. Genetics and Hereditability

Unit IV: Sensation and Perception 

A. Thresholds: Absolute, Difference

B. Sensory Organs and Transduction: Visual, Auditory, Olfactory, Gustatory, Vestibular

C. Sensory Adaptation

D. Perceptual Processes and Attention

E. Gestalt Psychology

Unit V: States of Consciousness 

A. Defining Consciousness

B. Sleep and Dreaming: Cycles, Theories of Dreams, Sleep Disorders

C. Hypnosis 

D. Meditation

E. Drug-Altered Consciousness

F. Psychoactive Drug Effects: Abuse, Addiction, Dependence

Unit VI: Learning 
A. Elements of Classical Conditioning; Pavlov’s experiments  
B. Operant Conditioning: Thorndike, Skinner, Elements of Operant Conditioning, Reinforcement Schedules, Learned Helplessness

C. Cognitive Processes in Learning

D. Biological Factors in Learning

E. Social Learning: Observational Learning 




Unit VII: Cognition
A. Sensory Registers/Biology of Memory

B. Short-Term and Long-Term Memory: Capacity, Encoding, Maintenance

C. Forgetting: Biology and Experience

D. Special Topics in Memory

E. Building Blocks of Thought: Language structure, Images, Concepts

F. Problem Solving and Creativity: Various Methods

G. Decision Making: Heuristics, Framing

H. Language, Thought, and Culture

 Unit VIII: Motivation and Emotion
A. Biological Bases

B. Perspectives on Motivation: Arousal Theory, Drive-Reduction, Intrinsic and Extrinsic

C. Hunger, Thirst, Sex, and Pain

D. Social Motives: Achievement, Aggression, Contact, Affiliation, Curiosity, Manipulation, Exploration

E. Physiology of Emotion

F. Expression of Emotion

G. Theories of Emotion

Unit IX: Developmental Psychology 

A. Life-Span Approach

B. Research Methods (e.g., longitudinal, cross-sectional)

C. Heredity-Environment Theories

D. Dimensions of Development: Infancy, Childhood, Adolescence, and Adulthood

E. Sex, Roles, Sex Differences

F. Nature vs. Nurture

Unit X: Personality 

A. Personality Theories and Approaches: Psychodynamic, Humanistic, Trait, Cognitive-Social

B. Assessment Techniques (MMPI, Rorschach, Myers-Briggs, Objective vs. Projective Tests)

C. Self-Concept, Self-Esteem

D. Growth and Adjustment

Unit XI: Intelligence and Testing 
A. Theories of Intelligence

B. Heredity/Environment and Intelligence

C. Standardization and Norms

D. Reliability and Validity

E. Types of Tests

F. Ethics and Standards in Testing

G. Human Diversity: Issues Gender and Culture

Unit XII: Psychological Disorders 
A. Definitions of Abnormality

B. Perspectives on Psychological Disorders

C. Diagnosis of Psychopathology: Evolution of the DSM

D. Anxiety Disorders

E. Somatoform Disorders

F. Mood Disorders

G. Schizophrenic Disorders

H. Personality Disorders

I. Dissociative Disorders

Unit XIII: Treatment of Psychological Disorders 
A. Treatment Approaches: Psychoanalysis, Behaviorist, Humanistic, Cognitive, Biological

B. Modes of Therapy (e.g., individual, group)

C. Community and Preventive Approaches

Unit XIV: Social Psychology 
A. Group Dynamics and Influence

B. Attribution Processes

C.   Interpersonal Perception

D. Conformity, Compliance, Obedience

E. Attitudes and Attitude Change

F. Organizational Behavior

G. Aggression/Antisocial Behavior

AP EXAM MONDAY, MAY 5TH 12 NOON
	Week
	Unit
	Pages
	Assignments/Content
	Assessment

	(1)
	Intro.
	
	Summer
	

	2
	1
	1-17
	Approaches handouts
	Exam 9/2

	3
	2
	19-30
	Operationalization handout


	Quiz 9/10

	4
	2
	30-42
	Design sample studies
	Quiz 9/16 

	5
	2
	42-53
	Statistics charts
	Exam 9/23

	6
	3
	57-69
	Neuron/CNS-PNS diagrams
	Quiz 9/30

	7
	3
	69-93
	Brain models
	Quiz 10/7

	8
	3
	99-130
	Nature/Nurture debates
	Exam 10/14

	9
	4
	193-229
	Ear/Eye diagrams
	Quiz 10/21

	10
	4
	231-263
	Art projects
	Exam 10/28

	11
	5
	265-307
	Sleep/Drug charts
	Quiz 11/4

	12
	6
	309-322
	Classical Conditioning
	Quiz 11/11

	13
	6
	322-334
	Operant Conditioning
	Quiz 11/18

	14
	6
	336-341
	Observational Learning  

Learning experiments
	Thanksgiving break
Experiments

	15
	7
	343-383
	Memory
	Quiz 12/9

	16
	7
	385-417
	Thinking and Language
	Winter break- Children’s Book

	17
	8
	455-497
	Motivation theories
	Quiz 1/13

	18
	8
	499-529
	Emotion theories
	Quiz 1/17

	19
	1-8
	1-130 &

193-529
	Midterm review
	

	20
	1-8
	“
	Midterm
	Midterm 1/28&29

	1
	9
	131-158
	Development: 

Prenatal to childhood
	Quiz 2/10

	2
	9
	159-185
	Development: Adolescence & Adulthood
	Exam 2/18

	3
	10
	575-586
	Personality 
	Quiz 2/24

	4
	10
	587-613
	Personality
	Exam 2/27

	5
	11
	419-437
	Intelligence & testing project
	Exam 3/10

	6
	12
	620-655
	Psychological Disorders
	Quiz 3/17

	7
	13
	659-691
	Psychological Treatment
	Exam 3/24

	8
	14
	695-709
	Social Psychology
	Spring Break experiment

	9
	14
	709-734
	Group Influence & 

Social Relations
	Quiz 4/9

	10
	14
	729-740
	Attraction and Altruism
	Exam

	11
	Review
	Review
	Review
	Practice Exam #1

	12
	Review
	Review
	Review
	Practice Exam #2

	13
	AP EXAM!
	AP EXAM!
	AP EXAM!
	AP EXAM!

	14
	(
	(
	(
	(

	15
	Study
	
	Study Design
	

	16
	Study
	
	Data collection
	

	17
	Study
	
	Data Analysis
	

	18
	Presentations
	
	PPT/Discussion
	6/9-6/13

	19
	GRADUATION
	(
	           (
	6/16-6/19


Units 9-14+ (Spring semester)


Participation 10%


Binder grading %15


Assessments %40


Projects/Activities 15%


Final study 20%














